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1., Teshkeot is the ecomomwic, industrial, and military center of Central Asia,
an ares which includes the flve Soviet Republics of Kazakh, Uzbek,
Turkmen, Tadzhlk, and Kirgiz. As one example, the headquarters of the
coal administration (SredAzUgol - Centrul Asien Coal) is in Tashkent.
Hewever; SredAzlgnl is not cver the Karmgends wines, the third largest
coal producing area in thw UBSBR, which is in the northern Kazakh SSR.
Karagonds is under Siksrian jurlsdiction., Tashkent's governmental -
status is that of capital of the Uzbek BSR.
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wer, I would llke 4o indicate in B general way.the signie
icante OF the sr:a from the vlewpolnt ¢f econoty, industry, and
agriculture and to wenwion the factors influencing the status of Central 50x1
(Agia, The irnduetrlel and econcmlc stage of development of the area was
" not advanced as of wid-154%1, Two factors - lack of basic materials
nsedeld for Industry and inadequacy of transportetlon - affected Ceniral
Asis economicelly. The Soviet government developed industry near the
source of raw matserials, The area leacked the necessary raw materials,
such &8 iron cre. In addition, Central Asia was distant from the mein
transportation routes, Transportatlon 1s the weakest point in the USSR.
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By 1935, transportation wee far bekind the development of industry and

of the geunersl economy. Ove of the main reasons for the poor 1living
conditione and the difficultles encountered in the industrial and economic
fields wae the lack of tremsport. \ as of 1941 the Soviet
transportation facilitles wexe able to meet only approximetely 55% of 50X1
the needs of indushry and sgriculture.

-

3, An example of how lack of transportetion hemstrung industrial activity
was furnished by the Tashkent Agricultural Machinery Building Plant
(Tashselmesh - Taghkentskl Zavod gelskovo-Khozlastvenovo Machina
Straieniys). Tris factory was constructed during the period 1929-32.

It was designed to build agricultural machinery, particularly for the
cothon-growing sraas of Turkestan, and, during times of war, to produce
light wespons. However, because of the shortsge of reilroad equipment,
the necessary ilron and coal could not be transported to the plant. As
& result, Teshselmssh, durlng the pericd 193341, worked usuelly at only
from 3% to 5% cepecity. At most, 1t operated at 10%. During World War
II the plant &i2 tuasn out such wilitary items as mortars, hand grenades,
end antitank grsnsde:.. Hore reilroad cars were svsilable then in the
eastern USBR, as Lty WeIg removed belore the,advsncing Gerwan Army.
Taghkent became wery Guhles industrially during World Wer IT a8 mény
plants were evasustel So that area.
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